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Friends of Europe is a leading think tank that connects people, 
stimulates debate and triggers change to create a more inclusive, 
sustainable and forward-looking Europe.

We believe an EU of partnership and solidarity matters, and we 
believe globalisation needs global rules to make it work for everyone. 
We think it’s time for a new 21st-century social contract based on 
peace, prosperity and sustainability. We support a multilateral world 
with cities, regions, states, supranational institutions, companies 
and citizens cooperating to solve common challenges, and we 
embrace European values and freedoms.

“Connect – Debate – Change” is our DNA and central to the 
way we work. Friends of Europe is passionate about good 
policy making and a driving force for debate. Our work adopts a 
whole of society, whole of economy approach, engaging critical 
thinkers, unusual voices and those that are ready to challenge 
the status quo. We believe in social justice and equality. We work 
with stakeholders across Europe and the world to craft bold and 
innovative recommendations to revitalise the European Project.

We believe that good ideas and good policies come from breaking 
down silos and building communities of trust between policy 
makers, business leaders, civil society representatives and citizens. 
This is how to catalyse change.

CONNECT

Believing that change is achieved through inclusive policies and 
action, we reach out to and work with a wide network across 
Europe and beyond.
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DEBATE

We foster open, insightful and provocative debates to stimulate 
fresh ideas and creative thinking on a wide range of EU-related 
issues including: Climate Change & Sustainability I Health I Asia I 
Africa I Digital & Data Governance I Peace, Security & Transatlantic 
Relations

Our European Young Leaders (EYL40) programme connects 
Europe’s most promising talents, and our Board of Trustees brings 
together the knowledge and experience of European leaders who 
include Presidents, Prime Ministers, European Commissioners 
and Presidents of the European Parliament.

Our expanded and intensified work on Africa Europe relations, as 
well as our Asia programme and the Europe-China Forum build 
bridges to foster global partnerships.

Europe’s World, our online policy journal, offers a unique insight 
into the views of leading policymakers and opinion-makers on 
European and global challenges.

Our online platform Debating Europe encourages citizen-led 
debates with policymakers. It has to date built up a 5.4m-strong 
community of citizens across Europe and over 280,000 social 
media followers who put their questions to high-profile decision 
makers.

CHANGE

We offer Europe’s citizens an opportunity to take an active 
transformational role in shaping their environment. We use ground-
breaking online brainstorms to bring different stakeholder groups 
together and constantly innovate in how we convene and shape 
discussions. Through our debates, conferences, working groups, 
reports and recommendations we provide bold and ambitious but 
practical solutions for a more inclusive, sustainable and forward-
looking Europe.

FRIENDS OF 
EUROPE IN 
FIGURES:

5000+ senior 
participants and 
speakers 

65+ events

50 publications and 
over 200 op-eds 
published 

a growing 5.4 
million strong online 
community on our 
online discussion 
platform Debating 
Europe 

1.1m+ unique visitors 
to its websites 
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Only one theme could provide the focus for State of Europe in 2020. The virus which forced us online 
has infected over 40 million people, killed more than a million and debilitated the world economy. 
State of Europe heard how the pandemic is dragging millions back into poverty, exacerbating 
social, economic and gender divides and straining superpower relations. Yet, the debates searched 
for the positive. 

This time of turmoil opens opportunities to rethink healthcare and social protection; invigorate 
Europe’s green and digital transitions; reboot European solidarity and global cooperation. State 
of Europe’s four-day online debate generated a profusion of concrete ideas for post-pandemic 
progress. They point the way for strengthened European leadership in line with citizens’ aspirations 
for more engagement on the environment and economic recovery, as shown by Friends of Europe’s 
latest #EuropeMatters citizens’ poll. 

As the EU prepares to deploy its biggest-ever funding package and national governments borrow 
on an unprecedented scale to overcome the most disruptive economic shock since World War 
II, the festival of politics and ideas focused on the search for solutions that break with the past 
and build new models of growth, innovation, industrial policy and public-sector preparedness. 
The debates’ positive tone was reflected in celebrations of musical diversity from award-winning 
concert pianist Alexandra Dariescu and the Belgo-Syrian Damast Duo.

 The festival of politics and  
 ideas to transform Europe 
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 Future-proofing healthcare 

“Even as we use every tool at our disposal to 
end the pandemic, we must all use this period 
of crisis as an opportunity to look in the mirror 
and ask what we must do differently.” With 
those words, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
Director-General of the World Health Organization 
(WHO) set the tone for this year’s State of Europe. 
Tedros said all countries need to make three 
‘fundamental shifts’: switch investment from 
‘medicalisation’ to stronger primary healthcare; 
adopt a ‘one health’ approach to address the 
‘critical interface” between human and animal 
health, and the ‘existential threat of climate 
change’; go beyond the health sector to bring 
all areas of government into the recovery and 
future preparedness.

Even as we use every tool 
at our disposal to end the 
pandemic, we must all use this 
period of crisis as an opportunity 
to look in the mirror and ask what 
we must do differently

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-
General of the World Health Organization 
(WHO) 
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Tedros’ call for a refocus on universal healthcare 
built on a flourishing primary care sector was 
backed up by research presented by Jaana 
Remes, Partner at the McKinsey Global 
Institute (MGI), which shows how inexpensive 
improvements in European healthcare efficiency 
could bring huge benefits. “We actually could 
add 10 active healthy years to every one’s lives, 
we could make 65 the new 55. Who wouldn’t 
want that for all of us? And on the economic 
side we could boost the European economy 
by $2.5 tln in 2040,” Remes said. “With just a 
moderate improvement in efficiency, we actually 
could achieve these benefits, without having to 
spend more.”

COVID-19 is promoting such efficiencies by 
pushing forward the use of digital medicine. 
From now on, the roundtable heard, primary 
medical consultations should be ‘digital by 
default’. “Innovation has helped … during this 
period, but when we get out of this situation, 
those innovations should stay in the hospitals 
and be used on a larger scale than they were 
used before the outbreak,” said Jean-Luc 
Lemercier, Corporate Vice-President for 
Europe, Middle East, Africa, Canada & Latin 
America at Edwards Lifesciences. 

A cultural shift – including a rethink of privacy 
concerns – will be needed to fully harness the 
power of digital healthcare innovation through 
greater use of Artificial Intelligence, biotech and 
big data. “We want to be leading the way, to be 
driving technologies such as AI, and changing 
the culture, because the culture is the biggest 
barrier here,” said Loubna Bouarfa, CEO, 
OKRA Technologies. “How can we show that 

We actually could add 10 active 
healthy years to every one’s lives, 
we could make 65 the new 55. 
Who wouldn’t want that for all of 
us? And on the economic side 
we could boost the European 
economy by $2.5 tln in 2040

Jaana Remes, Partner at the McKinsey 
Global Institute (MGI)
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those algorisms can help us to tackle diseases?” 
Ensuring the consent and understanding of all 
stakeholders is key. “If we just give technologies 
to patients and physicians then nothing will 
happen, but if we use technologies that can 
support doctor-patient relationships, then we 
are on the right track, “said Bertalan Meskó, 
Founder of The Medical Futurist and European 
Young Leader, in an ‘idea sharing’ session that 
centred on how ‘tech for good’ can harness 
the potential of digital healthcare to produce a 
harm-free societal revolution. 

Hopes for a positive technological transformation 
were also put forward by Matthias Evers, 
Senior Partner at McKinsey & Company, in 
another ‘idea sharing’ session. He explained 
how the convergence of revolutionary advances 
in biology, computing automation and Artificial 
Intelligence was opening up a new era of 
change. “This is a special moment of time and 
an opportunity that will impact on how we live, 
our societies, our economies,” Evers said. 

There was agreement that the expansion of 
healthcare technology must not worsen divides 
along wealth, age, education or gender lines. 
“Digital healthcare can really transform society. 
How can we make sure that we do not end 
up creating a digital divide?” asked Pankaj 
Tagra, Executive Vice-President, Head Nordics 
& DACH, at HCL Technologies. He stressed the 
role of government to ensure “society is able to 
adopt and consume digital healthcare at the 
same level, and we do not leave a few people 
far behind.”

Innovation has helped … during 
this period, but when we get out 
of this situation, those innovations 
should stay in the hospitals 
and be used on a larger scale 
than they were used before the 
outbreak

Jean-Luc Lemercier, Corporate Vice-
President for Europe, Middle East, Africa, 
Canada & Latin America at Edwards 
Lifesciences
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It was noted that COVID-19 has made healthcare 
the “the Cinderella in the big ballroom” for 
government spending, but it could again drop 
down budget priority lists once the pandemic 
fades. To optimise funds, governments must 
match spending on innovation with the ‘less sexy’ 
task of disinvestment in obsolete services. For 
that, health system performance assessments 
are essential. 

Many speakers lamented the divided international 
response when the pandemic struck and 
underscored the importance of cooperation. “If 
we were united, we wouldn’t have been where 
were we are now, we could have reduced the 
damage,” said Tedros. “It’s still not too late to 
cooperate in true solidarity, to fight this virus 
together, but we have paid dearly because of 
the division, the lack of cooperation, lack of 
solidarity.” 

We do need to consider 
something like a NATO for health, 
or an organisation of some sort at 
a global level

Ricardo Baptista Leite, Founder and 
President of UNITE, Member of the 
Portuguese National Parliament and 
European Young Leader (EYL40)
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Ricardo Baptista Leite, Founder and President 
of UNITE, Member of the Portuguese National 
Parliament and European Young Leader, 
suggested a new alliance to coordinate 
multilateral preparation against biological threats. 
“Maybe we do need to consider something like 
a NATO for health, or an organisation of some 
sort at a global level,” he said. Tedros suggested 
a strengthened WHO could fulfil such a role. 
Coordinated international efforts to develop and 
prepare distribution of a vaccine were praised. 
“There is a green light at the end of the tunnel,” 
said Zsuzsanna Jakab, WHO’s Deputy Director 
General. “We hope that within the next couple 
of months the new vaccine will be available.”



2

Ulrik Vestergaard Knudsen, 
Deputy Secretary-General of the 
Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD)

Alexandra Dariescu, 
Award-winning concert pianist, 
producer of “The Nutcracker and 
I” and creative entrepreneur, 2018 
European Young Leader (EYL40)

Mario Monti, Italian Senator for 
life, Chair of the World Health 
Organization’s (WHO) Pan-European 
Commission on Health and Sustainable 
Development, former prime minister, 
former European commissioner 
and Trustee of Friends of Europe

1.

2.

3.

3

4



8

State of Europe 2020: The festival of politics and ideas to transform Europe — Autumn 2020

 Environmental urgency 

An animal-borne disease, COVID-19 has 
highlighted interconnections between humanity 
and the species we share the planet with. It should 
serve as wakeup call on the need to protect 
biodiversity and fight climate change. “We have 
to admit that in the general public, the biodiversity 
crisis does not have the same sense of urgency 
as the climate or the COVID emergency. We 
need to use all our efforts to increase the sense of 
urgency,” said Frans Timmermans, European 
Commission Executive Vice-President for the 
Green Deal. Everybody needs to pull together 
to bring that about, he said, calling for alliances 
among civil society, the private sector and the 
general public to demand action from politicians. 
“If you want us to succeed … you all need to 
put pressure on the legislators, both in terms of 
the governments and the European Parliament,” 
the Commissioner insisted. “There is a lack of 
sense of urgency in both institutions.”

Timmermans was among speakers who 
insisted on a whole-of-society approach to 
shift key economic drivers towards sustainable 
production and consumption practices. Damage 
done to the climate and nature is immense, but 
it is not too late to reverse biodiversity decline, 
said Marco Lambertini, Director General of 
the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF). He 
designated energy, farming, fishing, forestry, 
mining and infrastructure as key sectors for 
transition to a climate-neutral and nature-
positive economy. He said COVID-19 creates 

The private sector will be key in 
our efforts to make the transition 
to a low-carbon and more 
climate-resilient future

Emma Navarro, Vice-President of the 
European Investment Bank (EIB) 
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Consumers are increasingly 
buying things on the basis of 
companies that they feel aligned 
with from a values point of view

Joakim Reiter, Vodafone’s Group External 
Affairs Director and member of the Group’s 
Executive Committee

‘an incredible opportunity’ to compress that 
transition into a few years, using post-pandemic 
recovery plans. “The picture is bleak, but the 
opportunity to change is in our hands,” he said.  
Aligning governments, investors and business 
with the objectives of the Paris Agreement is 
crucial. “The private sector will be key in our 
efforts to make the transition to a low-carbon 
and more climate-resilient future,” said Emma 
Navarro, Vice-President of the European 
Investment Bank (EIB). “Without the private 
sector we will not succeed.”

Business leaders insist they have got the 
message. “All companies, all societies need to 
have a healthy planet,” said Tim Brett, Western 
Europe President at the Coca-Cola Company. 
For example, he said, Coca-Cola is working to 
guarantee that it puts back more water than it 
uses and that its packaging in Europe is 100% 
recyclable. COVID-19 has been a wakeup call 
for companies to take a more sustainable and 
socially aware stance. “It has caused us to 
pause, and to think about what is important,” 
Brett added. “Never before has that ‘make-a-
difference’ part of our purpose, our mission, 
been more valid. We are determined to make 
a difference.”

“We have made energy transition our raison 
d'être,” added Jean-Pierre Clamadieu, 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of ENGIE. 
“The green deal for us is a great enabler, a great 
accelerator of the energy transition in Europe.” 
Laggards can expect pressure from nature-
aware customers. “Consumers are increasingly 
buying things on the basis of companies that 
they feel aligned with from a values point of 
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We have to bring broadband 
everywhere in the rural areas. 
[...] Bringing back a natural 
relationship with our natural 
environment needs digitalisation, 
it sounds like a contradiction 
in terms, but it’s not, these two 
need to strengthen each other

Frans Timmermans, European 
Commission Executive Vice-President for the 
Green Deal

view,” explained Joakim Reiter, Vodafone’s 
Group External Affairs Director and member of 
the Group’s Executive Committee. Governments 
can crank up that pressure by putting a ‘price on 
nature’, applying fiscal penalties, or incentives, 
relative to companies’ biodiversity impacts.  
That idea was broadly welcomed by business 
representatives, although there were differences 
with civil society over how to calculate the metrics 
of such a system. “The problem is combining all 
the metrics. We can put a science-based target 
on climate, a metric on climate, through carbon 
emissions that we will be held accountable to, 
and we sign up to that,” said Brett. “When you 
get to the broader issues of water sustainability, 
how we are using agriculture, how we are using 
our packaging, it is difficult to find a common 
metric that everybody is using.” However, he 
explained that Coca-Cola is among companies 
working with WWF and others to agree industry-
wide standards. 

Ahead of talks on reforming the EU’s Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP), participants called for 
an overhaul of EU farm and trade practices to 
promote environment protection, for example by 
halting trade deals that promote deforestation or 
undermine social and environmental standards. 
“If you want society to accept trade agreements, 
they’d better be fair trade agreements, which they 
are not today,” said Timmermans. Agricultural 
policy can be reformed to offer farmers a viable, 
sustainable future.  “We should make the 
argument that there is a future for a different kind 
of agriculture,” Timmermans asserted. “We need 
to stop seeing the agricultural field as something 
completely sealed off from the rest of society 
… this can no longer be the case; they are 
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interlinked to everything else we do.” To that end, 
the Commissioner urged authorities to open a 
direct dialogue with farmers as ‘custodians of the 
land’ rather than talking through big landowners 
and agro-industrial corporations. Investment is 
also needed to ensure rural communities are 
not left behind in the digital transformation. “We 
have to bring broadband everywhere in the rural 
areas,” Timmermans said. “The only way we can 
create a successful and sustainable agriculture 
is if we introduce digitalisation, if we introduce 
precision agriculture. Bringing back a natural 
relationship with our natural environment needs 
digitalisation, it sounds like a contradiction in 
terms, but it’s not, these two need to strengthen 
each other.”

“Climate change is hurting agriculture more than 
any other industry, any other human activity,” said 
Emmanuel Faber, Chairman of the Board and 
Chief Executive Officer of Danone. “Farmers … 

People are not cognisant today 
that they do not pay the full price 
for their food

Emmanuel Faber, Chairman of the Board 
and Chief Executive Officer of Danone
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are all ready to change, but they need support, 
they need funds.” As well as government 
support, consumers need to contribute to more 
sustainable farming. “People are not cognisant 
today that they do not pay the full price for 
their food,” Faber said. “They system has … 
disconnected people from the reality of their 
food.” A shift in consumption patterns away from 
non-essentials - such as updating digital gadgets 
- and a re-focus on essentials in required. CEO’s 
of companies dealing with farmers are well aware 
of the problems, Faber added. “If we still want 
to collect from farms, to harvest from farms, five 
or ten years down the road, you need to make 
sure that we sink carbon back into the soil and 
restore soil health.” Health and biodiversity can 
be boosted by promoting a greater variety of 
crop and livestock species, he said. “There is a 
critical and incredible lack of diversity in the way 
that we farm,” Faber explained. “There is a need 
to re-expand the number of seeds, the number of 
varieties, the number of species that are involved 
in agriculture.” Governments should open carbon 
markets for farmers, to encourage regenerative 
agriculture; and the EU should adopt labelling 
rules that show the environmental impact of food 
products so consumers can make sustainable 
choices.
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Marco Lambertini, Director 
General of the World Wide Fund 
for Nature (WWF) International

Mary Robinson, Former President 
of the Republic of Ireland, 
chair of the Elders and Adjunct 
Professor of Climate Justice

Joseph Nye, Professor of 
International Relations at Harvard 
University, political scientist, 
author and commentator

Damast Duo, Syrian violinist 
Shalan Alhamwy and Belgian 
accordionist Jonas Malfliet 

1.

2.

3.

4.
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 Industrial strategy 
 in the digital age 

Digital transformation is essential to ensure 
Europe’s Green Deal maximises its economic 
punch. “Alongside … ecological restructuring, 
digitalisation must be at the core of our recovery,” 
said Minna Kelhä, Finland’s State Secretary 
for Education. “They are both crucial, in any 
case, if we want Europe to achieve its goals 
of sustainability, climate justice and economic 
vitality, but the current crisis has brought a new 
sense of urgency to these tasks.” 

An ambitious push for digital transition is 
essential to lift European competitiveness. “The 
first thing is to make sure that the digital deal is 
at the same level of ambition, political will, as the 
green deal,” contended Frank Heemskerk, 
Secretary-General at the European Round Table 
for Industry (ERT) and former Dutch minister for 
foreign trade. “If you look, for example, at the 
roll out of 5G, it is terrible. Europe is horribly 
behind. And 5G is not about faster Netflix, it’s 
also not the reason why we have corona, 5G 
is important because it’s the software, it’s the 
infrastructure for the plants, for the factories, for 
the jobs of the future.” The ERT has developed 
28 Key Performance Indicators to monitor 
digital progress. “If we don’t measure the 
progress, then it doesn’t keep that momentum,” 
Heemskerk concluded.

The first thing is to make sure 
that the digital deal is at the same 
level of ambition, political will, as 
the green deal. [...] If we don’t 
measure the progress, then it 
doesn’t keep that momentum

Frank Heemskerk, Secretary-General at 
the European Round Table for Industry (ERT) 
and former Dutch minister for foreign trade
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Ulrik Vestergaard Knudsen, Deputy 
Secretary-General of the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD), identified three things Europe needs to 
boost competitiveness: roll out connectivity with 
investments in 5G and AI; complete the digital 
single market; keep working with international 
partners. “Whether you look at this from a 
geopolitical viewpoint or an economic viewpoint, 
or even just a viewpoint of inclusiveness - getting 
everyone on board this digital transformation 
- connectivity is tremendously important,” he 
said. That will involve ensuring Europe has the 
right investment policies, industrial strategy and 
regulatory framework. “We need to change 
the rules regarding competition policy to take 
into account the fact that digital platforms 
do not have the same business models as 
bricks-and-mortar companies,” said Agnès 
Pannier-Runacher, French Minister Delegate 
for Industry. “This is an economic fact and we 
need to draw the consequences.”

Such changes will help secure a level playing 
field for European companies alongside 
competitors from the United States, China 
and elsewhere. Achieving that does not mean 
lurching towards protectionism, asserted 
Pannier-Runacher. “We need to be strong, 
but we need to be in an open mind and not 
a protectionist mind,” she said. “If we want 
to be strong, we have to build a competitive 
edge, and to build a competitive edge means 
investing in innovation, enhancing competences 
in our labour skills, and supporting digital and 
green transitions. That is massive investments 
to be done, now.” Disruption in the early days 
of the pandemic underscored Europe’s need 

We need to change the rules 
regarding competition policy to 
take into account the fact that 
digital platforms do not have the 
same business models as bricks-
and-mortar companies

Agnès Pannier-Runacher, French Minister 
Delegate for Industry
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for resilient supply chains, but COVID-19 has 
also reinforced the importance of cooperation, 
openness and a multilateral outlook.  

“The whole world has suffered ... This is a global 
crisis, so the it’s time for more cooperation 
than ever,” said Cecilia Malmström, former 
European Commissioner for Trade and Trustee 
of Friends of Europe. “The global world order is 
really under pressure and no country is sovereign 
enough to deal with this alone. So, what we 
need to do is to reinforce cooperation.” She 
said Europe needs to become more sovereign 
in foreign affairs and push for a level playing field 
in world trade, including through reforming the 
World Trade Organisation and persuading China 
to ‘play by the rules’. However, that should 
mean shutting the door on open trade. “Europe 
cannot turn into protectionism; it would be a 
huge mistake, because nobody has achieved 
more from open trade in the past decades than 
the European Union,” Malmström, said. “Import 
and export is good for Europe, it will be key for 
the recovery.” A strong economic rebound from 
the pandemic could see Europe positioned 
to take a lead in dealing with pressing global 
challenges. “If we recover and become stronger 
economically, we are also more resilient and we 
can set a model in Europe for climate-friendly 
technology standards,” Malmström concluded.

Investment in technology will mean little without 
investment in research, education and training.  
“We have to make sure that people have the 
skills,” said Rebeca Minguela, Founder and 
CEO of Clarity AI and European Young Leader. 
“We need to invest more in R&D, in science 
and research. It’s not just about technology, 

The global world order is really 
under pressure and no country 
is sovereign enough to deal with 
this alone. So, what we need to 
do is to reinforce cooperation. 
[...] Europe cannot turn into 
protectionism. [...] Import and 
export is good for Europe, it will 
be key for the recovery

Cecilia Malmström, former European 
Commissioner for Trade and Trustee of 
Friends of Europe
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it’s also about the proper research.” Developing 
skills can also reduce society’s digital divide: as 
examples, Răzvan Foncea, Romanian U.N. 
Youth Delegate, said investment is needed 
to prevent young people in vocational and 
technical training being denied access to digital 
education, as happened during pandemic 
lockdowns; and Anne Riechert, CEO and co-
founder at ReDI School of Digital Integration, 
explained how her organization is bringing tech 
skills to refugees and migrant women.

Several speakers cautioned against any drive 
to replicate US-style tech giants. They argued 
that Europe’s small enterprise ecosystem is 
more competitive, more sustainable and more 
socially aware. “The extraordinary diversity 
of Europe’s human capital …  creates an 
innovation capacity that is perhaps unequalled 
in the world,” wrote Che Van Dÿck, Director 
of the Digital Leadership Institute. 

As policy makers plot a post-COVID recovery, 
there were calls for a rethink of the traditional 
focus on expanding gross domestic product. 
“We need to move away from economic growth 
focused on GDP, towards economic growth 
focused on wellbeing,” argued Portuguese 
lawmaker Baptista Leite. “Without having 
economic growth that can trickle down to the 
people we will not address the inequalities.” 
Jessica Micklem, Coordinator of the Global 
Youth Biodiversity Network (GYBN), had a 
similar idea. “Let's not aim for the past measure 
of success but implement a new one that 
integrates social and environmental wellbeing 
and intergenerational equity,” she wrote. 
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The post-COVID economy will need a 
welfare system adequate to face challenges 
thrown up by the pandemic, which has hit 
the poor hardest. “COVID has exposed the 
price … of letting housing, incomes, health 
access become extraordinarily unequal in our 
societies,” cautioned Ngaire Woods, Founding 
Dean of the Blavatnik School of Government 
and Professor of Global Economic Governance 
at the University of Oxford. To change, Europe 
must invest in resilient and innovative social 
protection structures. “We have to invent the 
social welfare state for the new economy,” said 
Nicolas Schmit, European Commissioner for 
Jobs and Social Rights, former Luxembourg 
minister for labour, employment, and the 
social and solidarity economy. With pandemic 
spending pushing deficits and debt to record 
levels, Domna Michailidou, Deputy Minister 
of Labour and Social Affairs of Greece and 
2020 European Young Leader, argued for a 
mindset shift on welfare. “For financing of the 
welfare system to be sustainable, it needs to 
be understood as an investment rather than 
just spending,” she said. “We can transform 
the notion, the very concept of welfare policy 
from a draining factor to actual investment in 
human capital.”

Social policy also has to take account of COVID-
19’s disproportionate impact on women. “No 
crisis is gender neutral; it’s true that this crisis 
at the moment is worse for women,” said Mary 
Robinson, Former President of the Republic 
of Ireland, chair of the Elders and Adjunct 
Professor of Climate Justice. Participants 
argued contributary social protection schemes 
carry built-in discrimination against women who 

COVID has exposed the 
price … of letting housing, 
incomes, health access become 
extraordinarily unequal in our 
societies

Ngaire Woods, Founding Dean of the 
Blavatnik School of Government and 
Professor of Global Economic Governance at 
the University of Oxford
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carry the burden of unpaid care work. “Social 
protection policies must correct the gender 
imbalance,” insisted Birgit Van Hout, Regional 
Representative for Europe, United Nations Office 
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR). Lindsey Nefesh-Clarke, Founder 
& Managing Director Women's Worldwide Web 
(W4) and European Young Leader, suggested 
the work of such unpaid carers be factored 
into GDP. 

Fairer taxation is key to sustainable social 
systems. State of Europe featured widespread 
calls for a crackdown on tax loopholes exploited 
by wealthy individuals, financial institutions and 
large corporations. “Big companies … though 
they have billions of reserves, billions of profits, 
they are not taxed anywhere. This is a situation 
that puts our budgets and our welfare states 
under heavy pressure,” Schmit recognised. 
“The Pandemic should inspire us and lead us 
to more internationally agreed measures and 
fairer taxation.” One idea for making taxation 
fairer came from Jakub Zientala, EU Affairs 
Officer, Circle of Sustainable Europe. “Data is 
becoming the new oil,” he said. “Every company 
on the internet … is mining this data, with or 
without our consent, and they are making a ton 
of money from that, so why not tax it?”

Big companies … though they 
have billions of reserves, billions 
of profits, they are not taxed 
anywhere. This is a situation that 
puts our budgets and our welfare 
states under heavy pressure. 
[...] The Pandemic should 
inspire us and lead us to more 
internationally agreed measures 
and fairer taxation

Nicolas Schmit, European Commissioner 
for Jobs and Social Rights, former 
Luxembourg minister for labour, employment, 
and the social and solidarity economy
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 Recovery and EU reform 

Key to Europe’s recovery plans are the €750 
bn NextGenerationEU fund to help economies 
hardest hit by the pandemic and the €1.074 
tln EU budget for the next seven years. How 
that money is spent is key to determining 
Europe’s future. “When we look back, this will 
be a decisive moment in Europe’s history,” 
predicted Paul Tang, Chair of the European 
Parliament’s Subcommittee on Tax Matters. “It 
will be a breakthrough, or we get a backlash.”  
There were divergent opinions on the economic 
punch packed by the recovery fund. Some said 
it counted more in terms of political symbolism 
than real economic weight, while others viewed 
the plan as key for triggering Europe’s post-
COVID rebound. 

Either way, it’s clear EU money has to be spent 
efficiently. Speakers insisted the 30% of the  
budget earmarked for climate objectives has 
to be targeted at projects with maximum impact. 
“We need to have climate-smart and biodiversity-
smart policies that will drive jobs and will drive 
growth opportunity to kickstart the economies,” 
said Inger Andersen, Executive Director of 
the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP). “As we are taking this stimulus package, 
we are borrowing from the future – this is not 
money sitting in government coffers. Are we 
going to borrow and stay in that groove of the 
dirty, of the toxic and the grey?” There were 
differences among participants over whether 
the green transition should include funding for 

We need to have climate-smart 
and biodiversity-smart policies 
that will drive jobs and will drive 
growth opportunity to kickstart 
the economies. [...] Are we going 
to borrow and stay in that groove 
of the dirty, of the toxic and the 
grey?

Inger Andersen, Executive Director of the 
United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP)



22

State of Europe 2020: The festival of politics and ideas to transform Europe — Autumn 2020

‘cleaner’ fossil fuels such as natural gas to help 
ease economies off dependence on coal and oil; 
and on the role of nuclear in energy transition. 
One idea to maximise use of the EU funds 
was to invest money not taken up by national 
governments in pan-European projects. 

Speakers stressed the imperative of 
transparency to prevent misuse of the new 
fund. They demanded rule-of-law conditionality 
to make sure recovery money does not end 
up filling the pockets of crooks, oligarchs and 
authoritarians. In a special ‘idea sharing’ session, 
Timothy Garton Ash, Professor of European 
Studies at Oxford University, historian, author 
and commentator, presented a study on what 
young people want from Europe. It confirmed 
high support for climate action but said other 
issues should not be neglected. “In the territory 
of the Green New Deal, which is what we’re in 
at the moment, we mustn’t forget those other 
dimensions of jobs and social security, of the 
freedom of movement, but also issues like 
immigration, like hard external security.” 

Governments must resist pressure to use the 
funding to prop-up ‘dead-end jobs’ in obsolete 
industries, argued Paul Taylor, Senior Fellow 
at Friends of Europe and Contributing Editor at 
POLITICO. “Tough decisions … will have to be 
made to pull the plug slowly, or rapidly, on sectors 
or jobs which are unlikely ever to come back, 
or that public policy should not want to come 
back, to make sure that the recovery fund money 
is used really on jobs of the future,” he said. 
Several contributors also called for governments 
to support individuals directly rather than 
companies. For example, Alexandra Dariescu, 

We think that citizens have to 
have a greater say. [...] Nothing is 
off the table.

Dubravka Šuica, European Commission 
Vice-President for Democracy and 
Demography
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We should go full Monty, 
fully disruptive, use modern 
technology, let all the flowers 
bloom, have absolutely no limits 
on this

Alexander Stubb, Director of the School of 
Transnational Governance at the European 
Institute and former prime minister of Finland

European Young Leader, award-winning concert 
pianist, producer of ‘The Nutcracker and I’ and 
creative entrepreneur, appealed for assistance 
for artists. “I would like to see them … focus on 
the individual creators,” she said. “While we’ve 
seen so many organisations being bailed out, 
individual artists, mostly freelancers continue to 
see their contracts cancelled well into the future.”

The upcoming Conference on the Future of 
Europe was welcomed as an opportunity for 
a bottom-up assessment of reform priorities. 
“In this state of confusion … we need to have 
confidence in what we really believe we should 
do,” said Etienne Davignon, President of Friends 
of Europe, Belgian Minister of State and former 
vice-president of the European Commission. 
From both the European Commission and 
the Parliament came pledges to listen to the 
public and encourage free-ranging debate. 
“We think that citizens have to have a greater 
say,” explained Dubravka Šuica, European 
Commission Vice-President for Democracy and 
Demography. “Nothing is off the table;” “If you 
want to have a new reborn Europe, you have 
to change some things fundamentally,” added 
Gabriele Bischoff, Vice-Chair of the European 
Parliament’s Committee on Constitutional Affairs 
(AFCO).  Alexander Stubb, Director of the 
School of Transnational Governance at the 
European Institute and former prime minister 
of Finland, welcomed the Conference as an 
opportunity for a shake-up. “We should go full 
Monty, fully disruptive, use modern technology, 
let all the flowers bloom, have absolutely no limits 
on this,” he said. Some participants said the 
Conference would be an opportunity to push 
for an end to unanimity voting in the Council in 
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policy areas such as foreign affairs and taxation; 
others warned that would lead the Conference 
into deadlock.

Europe’s efforts to improve refugee and migration 
policy was also discussed, in the light of the 
continent’s declining population. “Migration will 
be one of the components of how to make 
Europe great again,” suggested Šuica. To 
combat racism, her colleague Helena Dalli, 
European Commissioner for Equality, said 
Europe had to look beyond legislation to grapple 
with underlying prejudice. “We may have the 
best legislation in the world, but what we have to 
change are attitudes and prejudices,” she said. 
“What we have to work on, to be effective, are 
policy responses that address racism in all its 
different forms.” Recruitment policy in the EU 
institutions should be ‘key instruments to foster 
diversity’, Dalli added.

Education from an early age is also essential 
for eliminating prejudice, said Samira Rafaela,  

We need to invest in education 
that teaches us about the shared 
history that we have, that teaches 
us about different cultures, 
different people and the way we 
can have inclusion

Samira Rafaela, Co-chair of the European 
Parliament Anti-Racism and Diversity 
Intergroup
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Co-chair of the European Parliament Anti-
Racism and Diversity Intergroup. “We need to 
invest in education that teaches us about the 
shared history that we have, that teaches us 
about different cultures, different people and 
the way we can have inclusion.” 

To combat political polarisation and prejudice 
of all sorts, Kris De Meyer, Research 
Fellow in Neuroscience at the Department 
of Neuroimaging, Kings College London, 
showcased work in organizing silo-busting 
debates where people with divergent views 
seek practical solutions to real problems. 
“Opinions naturally fragment and polarise on 
what to do about big, abstract problems,” he 
wrote. “We have to … bring people together to 
work systematically on concrete solutions and 
actionable ideas.” Social media’s role spreading 
hate speech and facilitating extremism must 
be regulated, said David McNair, Executive 
Director Global Policy, The ONE Campaign. 
“New social media platforms …  need to 
increasingly be treated the same as tobacco 
companies in terms of the public health and 
societal implications,” he wrote. 
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 Make up or breakup? 
 Europe’s role in the wider  
 world: how to be more  
 effective in the era of 
 Trump and COVID 

While some Europeans were sceptical on the 
impact of Europe’s recovery fund, an influential 
voice from across the Atlantic was impressed by 
the scale of the plan and the push by France and 
Germany to secure its approval. “That was real 
leadership and a very important step for Europe 
moving in the right direction,” said Joseph 
Nye, Professor of International Relations at 
Harvard University, political scientist, author 
and commentator. 

Chinese muscle-flexing, Russian belligerence 
and US unpredictability have spurred calls 
for Europe to develop ‘strategic autonomy’ 
to defend its interests, democracy and 
the multilateral world order. However, from 
the country most vocal in those calls came 
assurances autonomy would not undermine 

the Atlantic Alliance. “When France defends 
strategic autonomy in Europe, it is with a view to 
be able to defend European interests and not – 
and I think France is wrongly accused of that too 
often - to challenge NATO,” explained Hélène 
Conway-Mouret, Vice-President of the French 
Senate. That dovetailed with the view from 
Alliance headquarters: “I strongly believe that 
the European Union needs a stronger place 
in the world,” said Mircea Geoană, NATO 
Deputy Secretary-General. “But we have to 
do it in a way to not weaken the political West, 
to not weaken the transatlantic bond.” He 
likened the 71-year-old Atlantic Alliance to an 
‘old marriage’ and suggested it was time ‘to 
renew our vows’, mend fences and inject fresh 
energy into the relationship. Participants made 
the point that strategic autonomy does not only 



28

State of Europe 2020: The festival of politics and ideas to transform Europe — Autumn 2020

concern military capabilities, but is also about 
Europe strengthening supply chains; enhancing 
innovation; and competing on the global stage 
to advance its standards and norms.

Naturally, November’s U.S. presidential election 
loomed large. Many were optimistic a Biden 
victory will reset transatlantic relations. Nye 
said he’d been worried ‘less about the rise of 
China than the rise of Trump, and by the rise of 
Trump, I mean the rise of nationalist populism’, 
but he was hopeful relations could recover if 
Trump was limited to a single term. “I don’t 
think we are at a stage of irreversibility. We 
can repair most of what Trump has done,” he 
added. However, others cautioned that, even if 
Biden restores predictability in foreign relations, 
the U.S. focus is likely to take an Asia-Pacific 
turn, so Europe will still have to play a stronger 
international role to better assert its values and 
defend its interests in a changing world. “We 
have no other choice but to be geopolitical, 
taking into account the realities around us,” 
said Pawel Herczynski, Managing Director 
of the Common Security and Defence Policy 
(CSDP) and Crisis Response at the European 
External Action Service (EEAS). 

As Portugal prepares to take on the EU 
presidency in January, Defence Minister João 
Cravinho Gomes recognised the Union needs 
‘a very frank, very realist reading of the world.’ 
He revealed Portuguese presidency will aim to 
build up capabilities and partnerships; develop 
Europe’s maritime security; strengthen civil-
military cooperation; and look south to Africa 
and the MENA region. “We have to move 
forward on the European defence identify in a 

I strongly believe that the 
European Union needs a stronger 
place in the world. But we have 
to do it in a way to not weaken 
the political West, to not weaken 
the transatlantic bond. 
Mircea Geoană, NATO Deputy Secretary-
General
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way that is perfectly harmonious with and does 
not jeopardise, but on the contrary strengthens, 
the transatlantic relationship,” he said. To be 
effective, Europe must match words with 
action, in particular on defence spending. “On 
security and defence, rather than the production 
of paper, we really ought to concentrate a lot 
more on what we do in practice,” said Nathalie 
Tocci, Director at the International Affairs 
Institute (IAI). Government spending is likely to 
be switched away from defence budgets during 
the post-pandemic recovery so, Herczynski 
said, it is more important than ever for European 
nations to avoid costly duplication by upping 
coordination of spending. 

Europe’s quest for strategic autonomy should 
not just be related to Trump.  Even with a Biden 
presidency, the US international role will not go 
back to what it used to be. Even with a more 
benign transatlantic relationship, Europe will 
need to better assert its values and defend its 
interests in a changing world. So, the worse 
thing the EU could do would be to interpret a 
Biden presidency as a pretext to relax its efforts 
on strategic autonomy. 

Nye was clear Washington should welcome 
a more muscular Europe. “The stronger 
Europe gets, the better it is for us,” he said. 
“The Americans can’t do this acting alone and 
that’s more true than ever … If you are going to 
deal with these issues, the global transnational 
issues, you are going to have to do with others.” 
Despite international concerns over its more 
forceful role, there were reassurances Beijing 
remains committed to the global order. “China 
of course was one of the biggest beneficiaries 

China of course was one of the 
biggest beneficiaries of the global 
system but now China wants to 
uphold that, wants to maintain 
that and also wants to support 
that

Henry Huiyao Wang, President of the 
Centre for China & Globalization (CCG)
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of the global system but now China wants to 
uphold that, wants to maintain that and also 
wants to support that,” asserted Henry Huiyao 
Wang, President of the Centre for China & 
Globalization (CCG). 

With international rivalries hampering effective 
UN action and so many governments looking 
inward, some saw hope in new forms of 
‘grassroots multilateralism’ reflected in the 
cooperation among academics and the 
private sector to develop and distribute a 
COVID-19 vaccine, or youth-led activism 
against climate change and racism. “There is 
a certain gloominess about the quality of global 
leadership, but … it depends on where we are 
looking for the leadership,” said Baroness 
Valerie Amos, Master of University College 
Oxford and Trustee of Friends of Europe. She 
added that Europe can play a role in addressing 
and advancing the needs of the developing 
countries in multilateral fora like the UN at a 
time when the US is distracted and China is 
pursuing its particular model and interests. 
Finally, she praised the role of youth in upholding 
cooperation values: “We are inspired by the 
young people who have been leading global 
movements.” 

There is a certain gloominess 
about the quality of global 
leadership but [...] we are inspired 
by the young people who have 
been leading global movements

Baroness Valerie Amos, Master of 
University College Oxford and Trustee of 
Friends of Europe
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 Conclusion 
COVID-19 may have kept speakers physically apart, but State of Europe 2020 proved there 
are no barriers to the flow of ideas. From corporate leaders taking forward the cause of green 
transition, politicians pointing the way to economic rebound, medical professionals heralding 
healthcare reform and resilience, and innovators promoting the benefits of AI, big data and 
biotech, there was no shortage of optimism. After a decade blighted by depression, division and 
disease, policymakers, opinion-setters and market movers now need to build on the optimism 
generated in this festival of politics and ideas to ensure the 2020s offer a brighter, more inclusive 
and sustainable future for all.
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 Citizens' poll 2020 

For the third year in a row, Friends of Europe conducted the #EuropeMatters poll of European 
citizens to get a taste of how they feel about the EU in their lives and where they think the block's 
focus should be.

 This year, we commissioned YouGov to poll over 10,500 European citizens from 11 EU Member 
States (France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Greece, Poland, Hungary, Lithuania, Sweden 
and Denmark). Participants were asked to choose from a list of policy areas they think the EU 
should prioritise over the next 5 years.

Overall, 49% of Europeans surveyed said they want the EU to prioritise working for the environment 
and a sustainable future. This compares to 43% who said they wanted the EU to prioritise 
helping European countries recover from the economic damage caused by the coronavirus and 
lockdown measures.

Prioritising the environment was broadly popular across Europe, with 43 – 64% of Europeans 
from 10 of the 11 countries surveyed saying that it should be a priority for the EU over the next 
5 years. However, there exists a strong North-South divide when it comes to the EU's economic 
recovery plan. Around two thirds (65-66%) of those in Spain, Greece and Portugal and a majority 
in Italy (58%), said they wanted the EU to prioritise economic recovery, compared to only around 
a quarter of Germans (28%), Swedes (26%) and Danes (25%).

Citizens were also asked whether they thought their lives would be better, worse, or the same if 
the European Union no longer existed; 44% of those surveyed said their lives would be 'slightly 
worse' or 'much worse' without the EU, versus 21% who thought they would be 'slightly better' 
or 'much better' off without the European Union, and 20% who expected no difference either way. 

In 2020, the number who prioritised securing European borders was 41% though, as in previous 
years, that number masks a significant generational divide; 31% of people aged 18-44 listed it 
as a priority, compared to 48% of people aged 45+.



34

State of Europe 2020: The festival of politics and ideas to transform Europe — Autumn 2020



3

1 2

4

Bertalan Meskó, Founder of 
The Medical Futurist and 2019 
European Young Leader (EYL40)

Pawel Herczynski, Managing 
Director of the Common Security 
and Defence Policy (CSDP) and 
Crisis Response at the European 
External Action Service (EEAS)

Frederic Thonar (TONU), 
Freelance cartoonist

Domna Michailidou, Deputy 
Minister of Labour and Social 
Affairs of Greece and 2020 
European Young Leader (EYL40)

1.   

 
2.

3.

4.



36

State of Europe 2020: The festival of politics and ideas to transform Europe — Autumn 2020

 Programme Day 1 - 12 OCT 

09.30-11.00  
high-level 

session 

FESTIVAL OPENING  
A question of leadership, governance and trust

There is nothing like a crisis to bring into sharp relief the short-
sightedness of leadership. Agile decision-making and dynamic policy 
thinking are fine words but they don’t mean anything if citizens don’t 
see any actual effects on their lives and livelihoods. In this period of 
back to back crises, leaders will have to tackle dilemmas in the nexus 
of public safety, continuity of services and access to essentials, whilst 
managing and abating the downward spiral of an economy.

How do we get the leadership, governance and trust dynamic right to 
ensure a recovery that strengthens the resilience of the EU project?

INTRODUCTORY DISCUSSANTS  
Paul Tang, Chair of the European Parliament’s Subcommittee on Tax 
Matters 
Ngaire Woods, Founding Dean of the Blavatnik School of Government 
and Professor of Global Economic Governance at the University of 
Oxford

MODERATOR 
Dharmendra Kanani, Director of Insights, Friends of Europe

WELCOMING REMARKS 
Etienne Davignon, President of Friends of Europe, Belgian Minister of 
State and former vice-president of the European Commission
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14.00-15.00  
high-level 

session 

PLANET, CLIMATE AND DEMOGRAPHICS  
Stepping up government and corporate leadership: 
towards a new approach to growth

A minimum of 55% target of emission reduction in Europe by 2030 
means doing business differently. This means adopting a new approach 
to growth which puts climate needs, alongside solving inequalities and 
digital transformation, as central drivers of the recovery. As businesses 
are revolutionising the way they make decisions by proactively 
identifying, measuring and valuing their impacts and dependencies 
on natural capital, they can also bolster a more sustainable, just and 
resilient economy. How can businesses align growth with the EU’s 
recovery plan and contribute in the EU’s “build back better” phase?

INTRODUCTORY DISCUSSANTS 
Tim Brett, Western Europe President at the Coca-Cola Company 
Marco Lambertini, Director General of the World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF) International 
Emma Navarro, Vice-President of the European Investment Bank (EIB) 

MODERATOR 
Dharmendra Kanani, Director of Insights at Friends of Europe
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16.00-16.30  
Debating Europe 

citizens’ panel

17.15-17.30  
idea sharing

PEOPLE, TRUST AND FAIRNESS 
What will be the 'new normal' for European cities?

Public life will need to adapt to a 'new normal' due to COVID-19, and 
cities will be at the forefront. People will have new requirements from 
offices, schools, shops, parks, and so on. Streets, for example, will be 
shut to car traffic to allow more outdoor space for restaurants; public 
transport systems need to adapt to lower passenger capacities; more 
indoor events need to be held outdoors. Cities and mayors will need 
to be innovative as they navigate these challenges, and will need the 
support of government and citizens. How can citizens be more involved 
in local problem solving as we emerge from lockdown? How can 
solutions at the local level be brought to the heart of the EU approach?

INTRODUCTORY DISCUSSANTS 
Jasna Gabric, Mayor of Trbovlje and 2020 European Young Leader (EYL40) 
Gábor Kerpel-Fronius, Deputy Mayor of Budapest responsible for 
Smart City initiatives and Participatory Democracy

MODERATOR 
Joe Litobarski, Editor at Debating Europe

PEOPLE, TRUST AND FAIRNESS 
What young Europeans want the EU to do

Young Europeans will be hard-hit by the economic consequences 
of the Covid crisis. The long-term future of the EU depends on it 
having their continued support. Europe's Stories, an Oxford University 
research project led by Professor Timothy Garton Ash, is trying to find 
out what the next generation in the EU really wants the EU to deliver. 
Climate change, social security and freedom of movement are near the 
top of the list. What are the implications of inter-generational solidarity 
in Europe and for EU policy thinking?

WITH 
Timothy Garton Ash, Professor of European Studies at Oxford 
University, historian, author and commentator
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17.30-18.30  
high-level 

session

PEOPLE, TRUST AND FAIRNESS 
How do we pay social protection?

The crisis has created the biggest economic shock in history, 
deepening inequalities and creating the largest public debt ever. 
Providing a safety net for workers and businesses has been costly but 
necessary. As we move to recovery, can the EU turn its social pillar into 
the foundation of a new social contract which guarantees welfare to all 
citizens and ensures the private sector play its part ?

INTRODUCTORY DISCUSSANTS 
Domna Michailidou, Deputy Minister of Labour and Social Affairs of 
Greece and 2020 European Young Leader (EYL40) 
Mary Robinson, Former President of the Republic of Ireland, chair of 
the Elders and Adjunct Professor of Climate Justice 
Nicolas Schmit, European Commissioner for Jobs and Social Rights, 
former Luxembourg minister for labour, employment, and the social and 
solidarity economy

MODERATOR 
Tamsin Rose, Senior Fellow for Health at Friends of Europe 

 Programme Day 2 - 13 OCT 
09.30-09.45  

idea sharing
TRADE, MARKETS AND GEOPOLITICS 
The Bio Revolution

Advances in biological science could transform economies and 
societies.Unleashing innovation in biosciences will help to tackle global 
challenges from climate change to pandemics. Managed investment 
and innovation could create a competitive edge for Europe, but how do 
we allow this revolution to flourish while keeping the risks at bay?

WITH  
Matthias Evers, Senior Partner at McKinsey & Company
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09.45-11.00  
high-level 

session

TRADE, MARKETS AND GEOPOLITICS 
Reshaping the EU’s industrial strategy, from 
competition to trade policy

The social market economy has been and will continue to be a 
successful model for the EU and worldwide. The European industrial 
strategy is a strategic tool to strengthen it. EU’s future industrial 
approach will have to think long and hard about the interdependencies 
and value chains between sectors, regions and countries across the 
globe. How do we reshape the single market, competition, industrial 
and trade policies, while drawing from the lessons of the vulnerabilities 
exposed by the pandemic and reaping the benefits of an internally and 
externally open social market economy? Ultimately, responding to and 
stabilising crises will have to be a key objective of any future strategy, 
whilst finding clever ways to maintain sustainable growth.

INTRODUCTORY DISCUSSANTS  
Jean-Pierre Clamadieu, Chairman of the Board of Directors of ENGIE 
Frank Heemskerk, Secretary-General at the European Round Table 
for Industry (ERT) and former Dutch minister for foreign trade 
Cecilia Malmström, Former Commissioner for Trade and Trustee of 
Friends of Europe 
Agnès Pannier-Runacher, French Minister Delegate for Industry

MODERATOR 
Dharmendra Kanani, Director of Insights at Friends of Europe
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14.00-15.00  
high-level 

session

 

 

TRADE, MARKETS AND GEOPOLITICS 
Beyond hard security: towards a broader concept of 
strategic autonomy

At a time of growing geopolitical competition, many are pushing for a more 
independent EU, while ideas like “strategic autonomy” and “European 
sovereignty” are back in vogue. 

What would strategic autonomy mean in terms of Europe’s traditional 
alliances as well as its role in the world and in its own neighbourhood? 
How can the EU - on its own if necessary - stabilise its neighbourhood 
and enhance its own internal resilience and crisis management capacity 
against future global shocks and disruptions?

INTRODUCTORY DISCUSSANTS 
Hélène Conway-Mouret, Vice-President of the French Senate  
Mircea Geoană, NATO Deputy Secretary-General 
João Cravinho Gomes, Portuguese Minister of Defence 
Pawel Herczynski, Managing Director of the Common Security and 
Defence Policy (CSDP) and Crisis Response at the European External 
Action Service (EEAS) 
Nathalie Tocci, Director at the International Affairs Institute (IAI)

MODERATOR 
Jamie Shea, Senior Fellow for Peace and Security at Friends of 
Europe and former NATO Deputy Assistant Secretary General
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17:30-18.30  
high-level 

session

 

PLANET, CLIMATE AND DEMOGRAPHICS 
Stepping up government and corporate leadership: 
towards a landmark deal for biodiversity

The health of people and that of the planet are interconnected. As 
we work to end the pandemic, we have a once-in-a-generation 
opportunity—and responsibility—to correct our relationship with the 
environment. In light of the EU Biodiversity Strategy and the Convention 
on Biological Diversity (COP15) of 2021, business and government 
engagements are key. More than ever, the two are encouraged to 
get their acts together, double their efforts and strike a landmark deal 
for biodiversity. Europe is now at a pivotal moment. It has to steer its 
political determination and count on pioneering business leadership to 
revitalise and restore biodiversity for the health of citizens.

What leadership commitments could governments and companies 
make to tackle climate and biodiversity emergencies alongside 
COVID-19 crisis? How can European institutions, governments 
and businesses advance an international agreement on biodiversity 
conservation and demonstrate global leadership as they did for climate 
action?

INTRODUCTORY DISCUSSANTS  
Inger Andersen, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) 
Emmanuel Faber, Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer 
of Danone 
Frans Timmermans, European Commission Executive Vice-President 
for the Green Deal

MODERATOR 
Dharmendra Kanani, Director of Insights, Friends of Europe
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 Programme Day 3 - 14 OCT 
09.30-09.45  

high-level 
session 

 

9:45-11:00 
idea sharing

PEOPLE, TRUST AND FAIRNESS  
Tech for good

The crisis has accelerated digital capacities to serve all aspects of social 
needs. How do we harness the phenomenal capacity of tech to revolutionise 
our societal systems without doing harm.

WITH 
Bertalan Meskó, Founder of The Medical Futurist and 2019 European 
Young Leader (EYL40)

PEOPLE, TRUST AND FAIRNESS 
Rethinking world health systems

COVID-19 has been a litmus test for healthcare systems around the 
world, often laying bare significant deficiencies. The pandemic triggered 
a welcome modernisation of the health sector through increased use 
of digital tools. International collaboration on data-sharing and joint 
public-private investments in research have also shortened the race to 
find a vaccine and new therapies. Increasing resilience, regaining more 
control over essential supply chains, and opening the door for more EU 
involvement top the political agenda in Brussels, but global crises require 
global responses. How can the EU, along with the rest of the world, use 
the virus as a catalyst to rethink and revolutionise health systems?

INTRODUCTORY DISCUSSANTS  
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General  of the World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
Ricardo Baptista Leite, Founder and President of UNITE, Member of the 
Portuguese National Parliament and 2015 European Young Leader (EYL40)
Jean-Luc Lemercier, Corporate Vice-President of Europe, Middle 
East, Africa,Canada & Latin America at Edwards Lifesciences 
Jaana Remes, Partner at the McKinsey Global Institute (MGI)

MODERATOR 
Tamsin Rose, Senior Fellow for Health at Friends of Europe
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17.00 MOMENTS OF ARTS AND CULTURE 
Alexandra Dariescu — a musical journey

Alexandra Dariescu, Friends of Europe 2018 Young European Leader 
(EYL40), is an international concert pianist, creator and producer 
of The Nutcracker and I, RNCM Honorary Associate Artist, Cultural 
Ambassador of Romania, Patron Music in Lyddington and Officer 
of the Romanian Crown. Alexandra has performed throughout the 
world, from Carnegie Hall in New York, to Sydney Opera House, Dubai 
Opera House, Concertgebouw Amsterdam and in 2013 she became 
the first ever female Romanian pianist to perform at the Royal Albert 
Hall. An activist for gender equality rights in classical music, Alexandra 
dedicates her life to education projects, building bridges and reaching 
out to the younger generation. 

 Programme Day 4 - 15 OCT 
09.30-10.00  

Debating Europe 
citizens’ panel

PEOPLE, TRUST AND FAIRNESS 
The reality of racism: breaking Europe’s self 
perpetuating power structure

While the Treaty of the European Union stipulates a foundation based 
on equality and non-discrimination, the fact is that structural racism 
has long prevented millions within the region from having equal access 
to opportunities. It’s time for Europe to confront its reality – openly and 
honestly – and break the bonds of structural racism from top down. 
What can the EU do to move beyond polite acknowledgement towards 
real change?

INTRODUCTORY DISCUSSANTS 
Helena Dalli, European Commissioner for Equality 
Samira Rafaela, Co-chair of the European Parliament Anti-Racism 
and Diversity Intergroup

MODERATOR 
Joe Litobarski, Editor at Debating Europe
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10:00-11.00  
policymakers’ 

debate (by 
invitation only)

 

PEOPLE, TRUST AND FAIRNESS 
Building the resilience of EU’s healthcare systems

Resilience of healthcare systems is on top of the agenda again. Patients with 
chronic diseases saw their care disrupted while the COVID 19 pandemic 
threatened to overwhelm hospitals. Global supply chains were called 
into question and medicine shortages were exacerbated. Establishing a 
European Health Union and undepinning it with biomedical research and 
development have been the policy responses to date. 

Will the Member States overcome their historic reluctance to vest power 
in a shared approach to health at EU level? How can Europe support 
strategic investment in the resilience of health systems?

CHAIR 
Mario Monti, Italian Senator for life, Chair of the World Health 
Organization’s (WHO) Pan-European Commission on Health and 
Sustainable Development, former prime minister, former European 
commissioner and Trustee of Friends of Europe

MODERATOR 
Tamsin Rose, Senior Fellow for Health at Friends of Europe
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14:00-15.00  
high-level 

session

 

15:30-17:00 
by invitation only

PEOPLE, TRUST AND FAIRNESS 
Connected Europe: a digital enabled recovery

The post-COVID-19 environment necessitates different and new ways 
of working, as Europe and the world grapple with pathways to recovery 
and transformation. In working for a better-connected Europe, all 
stakeholders have an opportunity to transform and support the creation 
of more sustainable and inclusive economies and societies.

How can the next decade be Europe’s digital decade with clearly 
defined goals for connectivity, skills and digital public services. How 
can national and EU policymakers as well as businesses take the 
opportunity to make the right policy choices and proper investment 
in infrastructure and regulation for Europe to be the world’s digital 
pathfinder?

INTRODUCTORY DISCUSSANTS 
Minna Khelä, Finnish State Secretary for Education 
Rebeca Minguela, Founder and CEO of Clarity AI and 2018 European 
YoungLeader (EYL40) 
Joakim Reiter, Vodafone’s Group External Affairs Director and 
member of the Group’s Executive Committee 
Ulrik Vestergaard Knudsen, Deputy Secretary-General of the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)

MODERATOR 
Dharmendra Kanani, Director of Insights at Friends of Europe

 
Friends of Europe’s Board of Trustees meeting
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17:30-18.30  
high-level 

session

 

TRADE, MARKETS AND GEOPOLITICS 
‘Going it alone’ does not work

The crisis has laid bare that a unilateral approach is bound to 
fail. However, many current global and regional governance and 
cooperative mechanisms are in a weak state. 

How do we preserve a rules-based multilateral order, upholding liberal, 
democratic values and working with like-minded partners, without 
being dragged into a Cold War-style confrontation between the United 
States and China?

INTRODUCTORY DISCUSSANTS 
Baroness Valerie Amos, Master of University College Oxford and 
Trustee of Friends of Europe 
Joseph Nye, Professor of International Relations at Harvard University, 
political scientist, author and commentator 
Henry Huiyao Wang, President of the Center for China & Globalization (CCG)

MODERATOR 
Jamie Shea, Senior Fellow for Peace and Security at Friends of 
Europe and former Deputy Assistant Secretary General for emerging 
security challenges at NATO
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18:30-19.00  
Debating Europe 

citizens’ panel

 

 
 

19.00  

FESTIVAL CLOSING 
We the People: What vision of Europe do citizens want?

Since the Lisbon treaty came into force in 2009, EU leaders have been 
desperate not to talk about treaty change. Since then, the EU has 
been buffeted by crisis after crisis, and calls for reform have grown. The 
upcoming Conference on the Future of Europe will ask citizens their 
thoughts on the future of the EU.

Can citizens trust the process will be genuinely accountable, following 
a bottom-up rather than top-down approach? How can the EU ensure 
muchneeded reforms have public legitimacy?

WITH 
Gabriele Bischoff, Vice-Chair of the European Parliament’s 
Committee on Constitutional Affairs (AFCO)  
Alexander Stubb, Director of the School of Transnational Governance 
at the European University Institute (EUI) and former Finnish prime 
minister 
Dubravka Šuica, European Commission Vice-President for 
Democracy and Demography

INTERVIEWED BY 
Nadia Gullestrup Christensen, Danish Youth Climate and 
Environment Delegate to the UN 
Elitsa Hadzhieva, ’Europe is what we make of it’ Youth Bulgarian Activist 
Abdulmajid Kamar, Storyteller and ONE Youth Ambassador

INTRODUCED BY 
Joe Litobarski, Editor at Debating Europe

MOMENTS OF ARTS AND CULTURE 
Syrian violinist Shalan Alhamwy and Belgian 
accordionist Jonas Malfliet, best known as Damast 
Duo, bring our festival of politics and ideas to a close.

With thanks to Bozar for their collaboration.
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 They joined us 
Olav Aamlid Syversen

Country Manager, Equinor 

Nagla Abed

Senior Monitoring Officer for CSO 
Grants, Anna Lindh Foundation, 
Egypt

Arnaldo Abruzzini

Member of the Advisory Board, 
European Business and Technology 
Centre (EBTC) 

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus

Director general, World Health 
Organization (WHO) Headquarters, 
Switzerland

Philippe Adriaenssens

Policy Director, European Round 
Table of Industrialists (ERT) 

Maria Pilar Aguar Fernandez

Head of Unit, Health Innovations, 
European Commission Directorate 
General for Research and Innovation 
(RTD)

Fernando Aguiar

Strategic Adviser on Conflict and EU 
Politics, Brussels International Center 

Anne-Birgitte Albrectsen

Chief Executive Officer, Plan 
International Global Influence and 
Partnerships, United Kingdom

Sergio Alfaro Salas

Ambassador, Mission of Costa Rica 
to the EU 

Joaquín Almunia

Trustee of Friends of Europe, 
European Commission Vice President 
for Competition (2010-2014) 

Paul Ames

Journalist

Valerie Amos

Master, University College Oxford, 
Trustee of Friends of Europe, United 
Kingdom

David Andelman

Editor, World Policy Journal, United 
States of America

Inger Andersen

Executive Director, United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) 
Headquarters, Kenya

László Andor 

Secretary General of FEPS (the 
Foundation for European Progressive 
Studies), former European 
Commissioner for Employment, 
Social Affairs and Inclusion, Trustee 
of Friends of Europe

David Angell

Ambassador, Delegation of Canada 
to NATO

Eleni Antoniadou

President & Chair, Prevention 
and Self-Care, European Health 
Parliament, United Kingdom

Ruben Arcos

Lecturer and researcher, Universidad 
Rey Juan Carlos, Spain

Ariana Ardelean

Romania UNICEF Youth Delegate 
and former Junior Ambassador to the 
EU, Children’s Board

Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou

Vice-Chair of the European 
Parliament's Committee on 
International Trade, Trustee of Friends 
of Europe

Charles-Pierre Astolfi

Secretary General, Conseil National 
du Numérique, European Young 
Leader (EYL40), France

Matilda Axelson

Doctoral Researcher on Industrial 
Innovation and Low-carbon 
Technologies, Institute for European 
Studies, Vrije Universiteit Brussel 
(VUB) Institute for European Studies 
(IES)

Boris Azais

Director, Public Policy Europe & 
Canada, Merck Sharp & Dohme 
(MSD) 

Lejla A. Babović

Manager of the Department of 
International Affairs, Radio Television 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Ricardo Baptista Leite

Member, National Assembly, Portugal 
Committee on Health, European 
Young Leader (EYL40)

Virginia Maria Barchiesi

Generation Z - Youth Ambassador, 
UNICEF Italy

Natalie Barkei

Head of EU Affairs, DocMorris, The 
Netherlands

Luc Bas

Director, International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
European Regional Office

Ioannis Baskozos

Director, NHS, Greece

Anne Kjaer Bathel

Founder and Managing Director, 
ReDI School of Digital Integration, 
European Young Leader (EYL40), 
Germany

Antonella Battaglini

Chief Executive Officer, Renewables 
Grid Initiative, Germany

Alan Beattie

Senior Trade Writer, Financial Times 

Denisa Bencze

Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD), France

Brando Benifei

Member, European Parliament 
Committee on Internal Market and 
Consumer Protection (IMCO)
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Assia Bensalah Alaoui

Ambassador at Large of HM 
Mohamed VI the King of Morocco, 
Morocco

James Bergeron

Political Adviser, North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) Maritime 
Command (MARCOM), United 
Kingdom

Noura Berrouba

Member of the Governing Body, 
European Youth Parliament, Germany

Nienke Beuwer

Director of External Communications, 
McKinsey Global Institute  

Danae Bezantakou

Chief Executive Officer, Navigator 
Shipping Consultants, European 
Young Leader (EYL40), Greece

Leila Bičakčić

Executive Director, Center for 
Investigative Reporting, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

Gabriele Bischoff

Vice-Chair, European Parliament 
Committee on Constitutional Affairs 
(AFCO)

Laure Blanchard-Brunac

Director of Policy & Partnerships, 
European Development Finance 
Institutions (EDFI) 

Amanda Bok

Chief Executive Officer, European 
Haemophilia Consortium (EHC) 

Gian Luca Bombarda

Chief Executive Officer, JCP S.r.l , 
Italy

Valentina Bottarelli

Public Affairs Director, Head of 
European & International Advocacy, 
European Organisation for Rare 
Diseases (EURORDIS) 

Loubna Bouarfa

Chief Executive Officer, OKRA 
Technologies St John's Innovation 
Centre, United Kingdom

Carmen Boulet

Senior Business Manager, Clarity AI, 
United States of America

Anna Brach

Head of Human Security, Geneva 
Centre for Security Policy (GCSP), 
Switzerland

Isobel Bradshaw

Communications Lead, Vodafone 
Group, Vodafone, United Kingdom

Franziska Katharina Brantner 

Member of the German Bundestag, 
European Young Leader (EYL40), 
Trustee of Friends of Europe

Helena Braun

Member of Cabinet, Circular 
economy, Biodiversity and 
ecosystems, EU Forest strategy, 
Education and youth, European 
Commission Cabinet of Frans 
Timmermans

Tim Brett

President of the Western Europe 
business unit, The Coca-Cola 
Company Central Europe, Eurasia & 
Middle East Group, Austria

Oliver Brown

Associate Fellow, The Royal Institute 
of International Affairs, Chatham 
House, United Kingdom

Imma Buldú

Senior EU Policy Officer, Government 
of Catalonia Delegation to the EU 

Kelsey Burns

Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD), 
France

Charline Burton

Executive Director, Search for 
Common Ground 

Reinhard Busse

Professor of Healthcare 
Management, Technische Universität 
Berlin, Germany

Alejandro Cainzos

Member of Cabinet to EVP Vestager, 
European Commission 

Anda Caksa

Vice-Chair, National Parliament, 
Latvia Committee on Social and 
Employment Matters, Latvia

Mbakeh Camara

Founder, Be Inspired Internationally, 
United Kingdom

Lisa Cameron

Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary 
Groups on Health & Disability, 
Shadow Spokesperson on Mental 
Health, House of Commons, United 
Kingdom

Geert Cami

Co-Founder and Secretary General, 
Friends of Europe

Annalisa Cappellini

Political & Public Affairs Lead, 
Vodafone, United Kingdom

Boudewijn Catry

Head of Division, Healthcare 
Associated Infections & AMR, 
Scientific Institute of Public Health 

Jacopo Cavagna

Youth representative, UNICEF Italy

Francesca Cavallo

Founder & Chief Executive Officer, 
Undercats Media, European Young 
Leader (EYL40), Co-creator of Good 
Night Stories for Rebel Girls, United 
States of America

Lucas Chambel

Collaborator, Universidade Católica 
Portuguesa, Portugal

Sophia Chrysopoulou

Director EU Public Affairs, The Coca-
Cola Company 

Marie Claerbout

EU Affairs Senior Manager, ENGIE

Jean-Pierre Clamadieu

Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
ENGIE, France

Amy Coetzee

Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD), 
France

Alexandra Cogels

External Relations Officer, World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
Representation to the European 
Union 
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Francesca Colombo

Head, Health Division, Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) Health Division, 
France

Marissa Conway

Co-Founder and Co-Director, Centre 
for Feminist Foreign Policy, United 
Kingdom

Hélène Conway-Mouret

Vice-President, Senate, France 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
Defence and the Armed Forces, 
France

Elisa Cremona

Youth representative, UNICEF Italy

Raluca Csernatoni

Visiting Scholar, Carnegie Europe 

Dorothée D’Herde

Head of Sustainable Business, 
Vodafone

Daniel Daianu

Member of the Board of the National 
Bank of Romania and former Finance 
Minister of Romania, Trustee of 
Friends of Europe

Raphaël Danglade

Senior Project Manager, Africa 
Europe Alliance, Friends of Europe 

Sarada Das

Deputy Secretary General, Standing 
Committee of European Doctors 
(CPME) 

Penny Dash

Senior Partner, McKinsey & 
Company, United Kingdom

Etienne Davignon

President, Friends of Europe, 
Belgian Minister of State & European 
Commission Vice-President (1981-
1985)

Daniil Davydoff

Manager of Global Security 
Intelligence, AT-RISK International, 
United States of America

Jaap de Hoop Scheffer

President, Dutch Advisory Council 
on International Affairs, Trustee of 
Friends of Europe, NATO Secretary 
General (2004-2009), Dutch Minister 
of Foreign Affairs (2002-2003)

Kris De Meyer

Research Fellow in Neuroscience at 
the Department of Neuroimaging, 
Kings College London, United 
Kingdom

Jean De Ruyt

Ambassador, Senior Advisor, 
Covington 

Janneke de Vries

Head of The Hague Regional Office; 
Director European Partnerships, 
World Resources Institute, The 
Netherlands

Jens Deckert

Public Affairs and Market Access, 
Edwards Lifesciences European 
Headquarters, Switzerland

Astrid Dentler

Member of Cabinet, Active Ageing, 
Work-life Balance, Economic, Social 
and Financial affairs, European 
Commission Cabinet of Vice-
President Dubravka Šuica

Anna Diamantopoulou

President of the Athens-based 
thinktank DIKTIO, former European 
Commissioner for Employment, 
Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities 
and former Greek Minister for 
Education and Development, Trustee 
of Friends of Europe

Giampaolo Di Paola

President, Admiral, Aerea, Former 
Chairman of the NATO Military 
Committee, Italy

Sandrine Dixson-Declève

Co-President, Club of Rome, 
Brussels 

Andreea Dobra

Public Affairs Lead, Vodafone Group, 
Vodafone, United Kingdom

Mikołaj Dowgielewicz

European Investment Bank 
Director General for relations with 
EU institutions, and former Polish 
Secretary of State for European 
Affairs and Economic Policy, Trustee 
of Friends of Europe

Joanna Drake

Deputy Director General, European 
Commission Directorate General for 
the Environment (ENVI)

Isabelle Durant 

Deputy Secretary-General of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD), former 
Deputy Prime Minister of Belgium, 
Trustee of Friends of Europe

Adel El Gammal

Secretary-General, European Energy 
Research Alliance (EERA) 

Sara Elnusairi

Public Affairs Manager, Europe, 
Google 

Esmat Elsayed

Generation Y - Co-Founder, Young 
Mediterranean Voices, Egypt

Jaime Espin

Professor, Andalusian School of 
Public Health (EASP) Campus 
Universitario de Cartuja, Spain

Facundo Etchebehere

Vice-President for Global Public 
Affairs and Corporate Affairs for 
Essential Dairy & Plant Based, 
Danone, France

Jane Evans

Office of Dr Lisa Cameron, House of 
Commons, United Kingdom 

Matthias Evers

Senior Partner, McKinsey & 
Company, Germany

Emmanuel Faber

Chief Executive Officer, Danone, France

Félix Feider

Generation Y - Liaison Officer on 
Biodiversity, Youth and Environment 
Europe (YEE), France
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Lisa Felton

Head of Data, Services & Consumer 
Regulation, Vodafone 

Josep Figueras Marimont

Director, European Observatory on 
Health Systems and Policies WHO 
European Centre on Health Policy

Erzsébet Fitori 

Head of European Affairs & Relations, 
Vodafone

Mary Fitzgerald

Researcher and Consultant in Euro-
Mediterranean Affairs, Specialising 
in Libya, European Young Leader 
(EYL40), France

Maria Eva Foldes

Lecturer in EU Law, The Hague 
University of Applied Sciences, The 
Netherlands

Răzvan-Ionuț Foncea

Romania UNICEF Youth Delegate

Audrey Fontaine

France Y7 Delegate, Medical Doctor 
at the Hôpitaux de Paris, France

Lieve Fransen

Senior Policy Advisor, Europa Insights

Monica Frassoni 

President of the European Alliance 
to Save Energy (EUASE), President 
and Board Member of the European 
Centre for Electoral Support (ECES), 
former Co-President of the European 
Green Party, Trustee of Friends of 
Europe

Cristiano Franzi

President EMEA & Senior VP Global, 
Baxter 

Kim Freidberg

Director, Enlargement, Security, Civil 
Protection, Foreign Affairs Council 
Support, Council of the European 
Union Directorate for Foreign Affairs, 
Enlargement and Civil Protection

Carl Benedikt Frey

Director, Future of Work, University of 
Oxford Oxford Martin School, United 
Kingdom

Patricia Frias

Head of International Relations, 
Fondazione Cariplo, Italy

Alexa Froger

Communication Officer, United 
Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP)

Akiko Kiki Fukushima

Senior Fellow, The Tokyo Foundation, 
Japan

Štefan Füle 

Chairman of the Administrative Board 
of the Czech China Chamber of 
Cooperation, former Special Envoy to 
the OSCE and the Western Balkans 
and former EU Commissioner 
for Enlargement and European 
Neighbourhood Policy, Trustee of 
Friends of Europe

Nathalie Furrer

Director of Programmes and 
Operations, Friends of Europe

Sandra Gaisch-Hiller

Senior Director, Government Policy, 
Advocacy & Reimbursement EMEA, 
Baxter

Cristiana Gaita

Deputy Executive Director, Anna 
Lindh Foundation, Egypt

Giovanni Maria Galoforo

Special Assistant to the Chairman, 
European External Action Service 
(EEAS) European Union Military 
Committee (EUMS)

Pascal Garel

Chief Executive, European Hospital 
and Healthcare Federation (HOPE) 

Timothy Garton Ash

Isaiah Berlin Professorial Fellow, 
University of Oxford St Antony's 
College, United Kingdom

Thomas Gauthier-Lafaye

Europe Public Affairs Director, 
Danone

Mircea-Dan Geoană

Deputy Secretary General, North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
Office of the Secretary General (PO)

Richard Ghiasy

Senior Fellow, Leiden University Asia 
Centre, The Netherlands

Michelle Gibbons

Director-General, European Brands 
Association (AIM) 

Guillaume Gillet

Director European Affairs Business 
Unit, ENGIE, France

Alberto Giummarra

Director EU Government Affairs, 
GlaxoSmithKline Pharmaceuticals 
(GSK)

Ana Gomes

Former Member of the European 
Parliament, Trustee of Friends of 
Europe

João Gomes Cravinho

Minister of National Defence, Portugal 

Javier Gonzalez

Vice President, Bitext, European 
Young Leader (EYL40), Spain

Gie Goris

Editor-in-Chief, MO*, Member of the 
Transparency Board

Kolinda Grabar-Kitarović

Former President of Croatia, Trustee 
of Friends of Europe

Amara Graps

Executive Director, Baltics in Space, 
Latvia

Cristian Vasile Grasu

Secretary of State, Ministry of Health, 
Romania

Jan Grauls

Trustee of Friends of Europe, 
Ambassador of Belgium to the UN 
(2008-2013) and Belgium Secretary 
General for Foreign Affairs, Foreign 
Trade and Development Cooperation 
(2002-2008)

Dalia Grybauskaité

Former President of Lithuania, former 
European Commissioner for Financial 
Programming and Budget, Trustee of 
Friends of Europe
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Jean-Louis Guigou

Chairman, Institut de Prospective 
Economique du Monde 
Méditerranéen (IPEMED), France

Nadia Gullestrup Christensen

Denmark's Youth delegate to the UN, 
Danish Youth Council, Denmark

Elitsa Hadzhieva

Youth Representative

Gábor Harangozó

Director, Institute for Social 
Democracy, Former MEP, Hungary

Connie Hedegaard 

Chair of the Board for Denmark's 
green think tank CONCITO, KR 
Foundation, and OECD's Round 
Table for Sustainable Development, 
former European Commissioner 
for Climate Action, former Danish 
Minister for the Environment and 
for Climate and Energy, Trustee of 
Friends of Europe

Frank Heemskerk

Secretary General, European Round 
Table of Industrialists (ERT) 

Toomas Hendrik Ilves

Distinguished Visiting Fellow at 
Stanford University and former 
President of the Republic of Estonia, 
Trustee of Friends of Europe 

Paweł Herczyński

Managing Director, CSDP and crisis 
response, European External Action 
Service (EEAS) Service of Deputy 
Secretary General CSDP and crisis 
response

Anna Heslop

Head of Wildlife and Habitats, 
ClientEarth 

Steven Hill

Director, Office of Legal Affairs, North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
Headquarters (HQ)

Isabel Hilton

Editor, Chinadialogue, United Kingdom

Farzana Islam

Director, Active Citizen Europe 

Dirk Jacobs

Deputy Director General & Director of 
Consumer Information, Nutrition and 
Health, FoodDrinkEurope

Sangeet Jain

Research Fellow, Observer Research 
Foundation (ORF), India

Patrick Jeurissen

Chief Scientific Advisor, Ministry 
of Health, Welfare and Sport, The 
Netherlands 

Timothy Jinks

Head of Drug Resistant Infections 
Programme, Wellcome Trust, United 
Kingdom

Zoran Jolevski

Professor, European University 
Skopje, Former Minister of Defence 
of the Republic of Macedonia, North 
Macedonia

Philip Bob Jusu

Socio-Economic Officer, Permanent 
Mission of the African Union to the EU 

Zanda Kalniņa-Lukaševica

Parliamentary State Secretary, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Latvia, 
European Young Leader (EYL40), 
Latvia

Abdulmajid Kamar

ONE Youth Activist, The ONE 
Campaign, Nigeria

Dharmendra Kanani

Director of Insights, Friends of Europe

Constance Kann

Director for Institutional Relations and 
Public Affairs, European Investment 
Bank (EIB) 

Sony Kapoor

Managing Director, NIFTYS, Trustee 
of Friends of Europe, European 
Young Leader (EYL40)

Igor Kapyrin

Deputy Director of the Department 
for European Cooperation, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Russia

Ravi Kathuria

Senior Vice President- Global 
Corporation Communications, 
Corporate Affairs and Marketing 
(EMEA, APAC), HCL Technologies, 
India

Shikha Katiyar

Advocacy & Corporate Affairs, HCL 
Technologies, India

Minna Kelhä

State Secretary, Ministry of 
Education, Finland

Anna Knoll

Head of Migration Programme, 
European Centre for Development 
Policy Management (ECDPM), The 
Netherlands

Ulrik Vestergaard Knudsen

Deputy Secretary-General, 
Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) 
Secretariat General, France

Sabine Koch

Strategic Professor of Health 
Informatics, Karolinska Institutet 
Department of Learning, Informatics, 
Management and Ethics (LIME), 
Sweden 

Anna König Jerlmyr

Mayor of Stockholm and former 
Member of the Swedish Riksdag, 
Trustee of Friends of Europe

Jules Kortenhorst

Chief Executive Officer, Rocky 
Mountain Institute, United States of 
America

Antonis Koutsoukos

Senior Manager, EU Affairs, The 
Coca-Cola Company 

Ashish Kumar Gupta

Corporate Vice President, Head of 
EMEA (Diversified Industries), HCL 
Technologies, India

Taneli Lahti

Head of Cabinet, European 
Commission Cabinet of Jutta 
Urpilainen, International Partnerships



55

State of Europe 2020: The festival of politics and ideas to transform Europe — Autumn 2020

Patricia Lamas Sanchez

External Relations Officer, World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
Representation to the European 
Union, 

Marco Lambertini

Director General, World Wide Fund 
for Nature (WWF) International, 
Switzerland

Tania Latici

Policy Analyst Security and Defence, 
European Parliament Parliamentary 
Research Services (EPRS)

John Latsis

Managing Director, Gestron, Trustee 
of Friends of Europe, Switzerland

Amish Laxmidas

Head of Strategic Partnerships, 
UNITE MPN Network, Portugal

Yann Le Cam

Chief Executive Officer, European 
Organisation for Rare Diseases 
(EURORDIS), France

Jon Lee-Davey

IoT Healthcare Lead, Vodafone 

Maria Manuel Leitão Marques

Vice-Chair, European Parliament 
Committee on Internal Market and 
Consumer Protection (IMCO)

Tihana Leko

Senior Advisor, Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) High Commissioner on 
National Minorities, The Netherlands

Jean-Luc Lemercier

Corporate Vice President, EMEA, 
Canada and Latin America, Edwards 
Lifesciences 

Jon Lezamiz Cortazar

Head of Global Public Affairs, 
Siemens Gamesa Renewable Energy 
Wind Farm Solutions, Director 
for Africa Market Development of 
Siemens Gamesa, Spain

Eva Lianou

Programmes Coordinator, John S. 
Latsis Public Benefit Foundation, 
Greece

Yuwen Li-Schrijrer

Director of the China Law Centre, 
Erasmus University, The Netherlands

Thierry Lucas

Europe Regional Coordinator for 
Ecosystems Management, United 
Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) 

Kenny Maclure

Head of European External Security 
Team, Mission of the United Kingdom 
to the EU 

Igor Mally

Former State Secretary for EU Affairs, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Slovenia, 
Former State Secretary for EU Affairs, 
Slovenia

Cecilia Malmström

Former EU Commissioner for Trade, 
Trustee of Friends of Europe, Sweden

Stefano Manservisi

Special Adviser to Paolo Gentiloni EU 
Commissioner for Economy

Massimiliano Mascherini

Research Manager, Employment and 
Change Unit, Lead Researcher of 
NEETs Report, European Foundation 
for the Improvement of Working and 
Living Conditions (EUROFOUND), 
Ireland

Ramon Maspons

Chief Innovation Officer (CINO), 
Agency for Health Quality and 
Assessment of Catalonia (AQuAS), 
Spain

Roberta Metsola

Member of the European Parliament, 
European Young Leader (EYL40), 
Trustee of Friends of Europe

Louison Mbombo

Chief Executive Officer, Solidariedade 
Na Mokili, Congo

David McNair

Executive Director Global Policy, The 
ONE Campaign

Diego Mellado

Head of Delegation, Delegation of the 
European Union to Peru

Juan Menéndez-Valdés

Executive Director, European 
Foundation for the Improvement 
of Working and Living Conditions 
(EUROFOUND)

Giles Merritt

Founder and Chairman, Friends 
of Europe, Member of the Board, 
Author of ‘Slippery Slope: Europe's 
Troubled Future’

Bertalan Meskó

Founder, The Medical Futurist, 
European Young Leader (EYL40), 
Hungary

Mariem Mhadhbi

Co-Founder & Chief Executive 
Officer, Your Event Market Place 
(YEMP), France

Domna Michailidou

Deputy Minister of Labour and Social 
Solidarity, Greece, European Young 
Leader (EYL40), Greece

Thierry Michels

Member, National Assembly, France 
Committee on European Affairs, 
France

Jessica Micklem

Generation Y - Coordinator, Global 
Youth Biodiversity Network (GYBN), 
Germany

Helene Miller

Head of European Affairs, Aleph 
Farms food-tech startup, Israel

Rebeca Minguela

Founder and Chief Executive Officer, 
Clarity AI, European Young Leader 
(EYL40), United States of America

Carlos Moedas 

Member of the Board of Trustees of 
the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, 
former European Commissioner 
for Research, Science and 
Innovation, and former Portuguese 
Undersecretary of State, Trustee of 
Friends of Europe



56

State of Europe 2020: The festival of politics and ideas to transform Europe — Autumn 2020

Kensika Monshengwo

Integration Officer, Political 
Participation of Migrants, Immigrant 
Council of Ireland, Former Director 
of the Irish National Consultative 
Committee on Racism and 
Interculturalism, Ireland

Mario Monti

Senator, Italy, Trustee of Friends 
of Europe, Italian Prime Minister 
(2011-2013), EU Commissioner for 
Competition (1999-2004), Italy

Pol Morillas

Director, Barcelona Centre for 
International Affairs (CIDOB), Spain

Sumit Narain

Advocacy Head -Europe, UK and 
APAC, Corporate Affairs, HCL 
Technologies, India

Emma Navarro

Vice-president, European Investment 
Bank (EIB), Luxembourg

Katarzyna Nawrot

Assistant Professor, Poznan 
University of Economics Department 
of International Economics, European 
Young Leader (EYL40), Poland

Lindsey Nefesh-Clarke

Founder & Managing Director, 
Women's Worldwide Web (W4), 
European Young Leader (EYL40), 
France

Niklas Nienaß

Member, European Parliament 
Committee on Regional Development 
(REGI)

Ville Niinistö

Member, European Parliament 
Committee on Industry, Research 
and Energy (ITRE)

Koji Noda

EU Coordinator, Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA), France

Joseph Nye

Professor of International Relations, 
Harvard University Kennedy School 
of Government, United States of 
America

Dorthe Nyemann

Researcher, Royal Danish Defence 
College, Denmark

Och Od

Ambassador, Mission of Mongolia 
to the EU 

Pearse O'Donohue

Director, Future Networks, 
Cloud and Software, European 
Commission Directorate General for 
Communications Networks, Content 
& Technology (CNECT)

Maaike Okano-Heijmans

Senior Research Fellow, Clingendael, 
Netherlands Institute of International 
Relations, The Netherlands

Beatriz Osuna

Head of Public Affairs, The Coca-
Cola Company, Spain

Roberto Panico

European Government Affairs Senior 
Manager, Eni, 

Agnès Pannier-Runacher

Minister Delegate for Industry, 
Ministry of Economy and Finances, 
France 

Ruth Paserman

Member of Cabinet, Social Dialogue, 
Employment, Labour Mobility, Social 
Rights, Demography, European 
Commission Cabinet of Valdis 
Dombrovskis

Keit Pentus-Rosimannus

Member, National Parliament, Estonia 
European Union Affairs Committee, 
Estonia

Humberto Perez Cifuentes

VP Advisor, European Investment 
Bank (EIB), Luxembourg

Carlo Pettinelli

Director, Chemicals and Consumer 
Industries, European Commission 
Directorate General for Internal 
Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship 
and SMEs (GROW)

Andris Piebalgs

Senior Fellow, European University 
Institute Florence School of 
Regulation, Trustee of Friends of 
Europe, EU Commissioner for 
Development (2010-2014)

Sirpa Pietikäinen

Member, European Parliament 
Committee on Economic and 
Monetary Affairs (ECON)

Jaroslaw Pietras

Director General, Council of the 
European Union Directorate General 
for Environment, Education, 
Transport and Energy

Dragos Pislaru 

Member of the European Parliament, 
former Minister of Labour, Family, 
Social Protection and Elderly of 
Romania, Trustee of Friends of 
Europe

Benoit Piveteat

Y20 French Delegate 

Natalia Pouzyreff

Member, France National Assembly, 
Committee on National Defence and 
the Armed Forces

Pierfrancesco Pozzi Rocco 
Belforti 

Chairman & Chief Executive Officer, 
Worldstone

Xavier Prats Monné

Senior Advisor for Strategic Initiatives, 
Open University of Catalonia, Spain

Michael Printzos

Director of Programming, The 
Hellenic Initiative, European Young 
Leader (EYL40), Greece

Wojciech Przbylski

Chariman / Editor-in-Chief, Res 
Publica Foundation, Poland

Wayne Raabe

Director of Interagency Partnering, 
U.S. European Command 
(USEUCOM), Germany

Michel Rademaker

Deputy Director, The Hague Centre 
for Strategic Studies (HCSS)



57

State of Europe 2020: The festival of politics and ideas to transform Europe — Autumn 2020

Augusta Maria Ramaccioni

Programme Executive, Friends of 
Europe 

Vira Ratsiborynska

Research analyst, North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) 
Strategic Communications Centre of 
Excellence, Latvia

Nina Rawal

Founder, Emerging Health Ventures, 
European Young Leader (EYL40), 
Women's Forum 'Rising Talent’, 
Sweden

Denis Redonnet

Director, Legal Affairs and Trade 
in Goods, European Commission 
Directorate General for Trade 
(TRADE)

Graham Reese

PMO & Investor Lead, Vodafone, 
United Kingdom

Joakim Reiter

Group External Affairs Director and 
Trustee of Vodafone Foundation, 
Vodafone, United Kingdom

Jaana Remes

Partner, McKinsey Global Institute, 
United States of America

Yan Ren

Chief Editor, People's Daily 

Hajan Rian

UNICEF Youth Delegate

Marie Ringler

Chief Executive Officer Europe, 
Ashoka, United Kingdom

Mary Robinson

President and Chair of the Board of 
Trustees, Mary Robinson Foundation 
- Climate Justice, Ireland

Joachim Rogall

President and CEO of the Robert 
Bosch Stiftung and Adjunct Professor 
for Eastern European History at the 
University of Heidelberg, Trustee of 
Friends of Europe

Todor Rogoshev

Bulgarian Youth Delegate to the 
United Nations, United Nations 
Association of Bulgaria, Bulgaria

Victoria Romano

Youth Delegate, UNICEF Italy

Jeremy Rollison 

Director, EU Government Affairs, 
Microsoft 

Tamsin Rose

Senior Fellow, Friends of Europe

Matthias Ruete

European Coordinator TEN-T, 
European Commission Directorate 
General for Mobility and Transport 
(MOVE), Former Director General 
of the European Commission 
Directorate General for Mobility and 
Transport (MOVE)

Anett Ruszanov

Anna Lindh Foundation, Egypt

Elena Saenz Feehan

Programme Manager, Security and 
Defence, Friends of Europe 

Borja Saez

Graduate, College of Europe, Spain

Veronika Safrankova

Head UN Environment Brussels, 
United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP)

Christelle Saint Sardos

Director, Government Affairs and 
Access Policy EMEACLA, Edwards 
Lifesciences European Headquarters, 
Switzerland

Eduard Salakhov

Counsellor, Health Attaché, 
Permanent Mission of Russia 
to International Organizations in 
Geneva, Switzerland

Sammy Sambu

Director for Investment and 
Development, Association for the 
Kenyan Diaspora in Belgium and 
Luxembourg 

Vidhya Sampath

Senior Director Corporate Affairs 
and Public Policy Europe, Tata 
Consultancy Services (TCS) 

Monica Sanders

Professor and Policy Director, 
Georgetown University, Senior 
Committee Counsel for both the 
House of Representatives and 
Senate Committees on Homeland 
Security, United States of America

Jacek Saryusz-Wolski

Member of the European Parliament 
and former Polish Minister for 
European Affairs, Trustee of Friends 
of Europe

Franz Schaefer

Professor and Medical Director, 
University of Heidelberg, Germany

Rupert Schlegelmilch

Deputy-Director General in charge 
of the Americas, Agriculture and 
Food Safety, European Commission 
Directorate General for Trade 
(TRADE)

Peter Schmidt

German Trade Unionist, European 
Economic and Social Committee 
(EESC) Section NAT (Agriculture, 
Rural Development and the 
Environment)

Marie-Theres Schmidt

Director Market Access & 
Government Affairs, Edwards 
Lifesciences European Headquarters, 
Switzerland

Nicolas Schmit

European Commissioner for Jobs 
and Social Rights

Christina Schori Liang

Head of Terrorism and PVE, Geneva 
Centre for Security Policy (GCSP), 
Switzerland

Jamie Shea

Senior Fellow, Friends of Europe 

Robert Shirkey

Executive Director, Our Horizon, NA 
Young Leader (EYL40), Canada

Giampaolo Silvestri

Secretary General, AVSI Foundation, 
Italy

Paul Skehan

Head of EU Affairs, PepsiCo Europe



58

State of Europe 2020: The festival of politics and ideas to transform Europe — Autumn 2020

Henrik Slotte

Special Adviser, United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) 
Regional Office for Europe, 
Switzerland

Karen Smith

Special Advisor of the UN Secretary-
General on the Responsibility to 
Protect, University of Leiden, The 
Netherlands

Angela Spatharou

Partner, McKinsey & Company, 
United Kingdom

Freek Spinnewijn

Director, European Federation of 
National Organisations Working with 
the Homeless (FEANTSA)

Gerhard Stahl

Professor, Peking University HSBC 
Business School and, College of 
Europe 

Stefano Stefanini

Ambassador, Director, Project 
Associates, Diplomatic Advisor to 
President Napolitano

E.M. Steg

Professor of Environmental 
Psychology - Faculty of Behavioural 
and Social Sciences, University of 
Groningen, The Netherlands

Aleksandr Stommels

EP Lobbyist & President, Circle of 
Sustainable Europe (CoSE)

Kristiana Stoyanova

Bulgarian UNICEF Youth Delegate

Alexander Stubb

Director of the School of Transnational 
Governance at the European 
University Institute (EUI), former 
Finnish Prime Minister 

Dubravka Šuica

European Commission Vice-
President for Democracy and 
Demography

Kamilla Sultanova

Owner, ConnectUz Workforce 
diversity trainer, Speaker, Mentoring 
and Volunteering advocate, European 
Young Leader (EYL40), Finland

Toma Sutic

Member of Cabinet, European 
Commission Cabinet of Vice-
President Dubravka Šuica

Ewa Synowiec

Director, Sustainable Development; 
Economic Partnership Agreements, 
Africa-Caribbean and Pacific, 
Agri-food and fisheries, European 
Commission Directorate General for 
Trade (TRADE)

Tilman Tacke 

Partner, McKinsey & Company

Pankaj Tagra

Executive Vice-President, Head Nordics 
& DACH, HCL Technologies, India

Paul Tang

Member, European Parliament 
Committee on Economic and 
Monetary Affairs (ECON)

Paul Taylor

Senior Fellow, Friends of Europe and 
Contributing Editor, Politico 

Kira Taylor

Journalist, EURACTIV 

Andrew Tchie

Senior Research Fellow for Africa 
Security and Obasanjo Fellow, Royal 
United Services Institute (RUSI), 
United Kingdom

Anna Terrón

Chair of the United Nations University 
Institute on Globalization, Culture 
and Mobility and former Secretary of 
State for Immigration and Emigration 
of the Government of Spain, Trustee 
of Friends of Europe

Brooks Tigner

EU/NATO Affairs Correspondent, 
Jane's Defence Weekly 

Frans Timmermans

European Commission Executive 
Vice President for the European 
Green Deal 

Nathalie Tocci

Director, Istituto Affari Internazionali 
(IAI), Italy

Emma Toledano Laredo

Head of Unit, Spain, Malta, European 
Commission Directorate General 
for Employment, Social Affairs and 
Inclusion (EMPL)

Małgorzata Tracz

President, Partii Zieloni, European 
Young Leader (EYL40), Poland

Youssef Travaly 

Senior Fellow, Friends of Europe

Vesna Travljanin

Secretary General, Association of 
Towns and Municipalities of the 
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegov, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Johanneke Tummers

McKinsey & Company 

Žiga Turk

Professor, University of Ljubljana, 
Slovenian Minister of Education, 
Culture Science and Sports (2012-
2013) & Secretary General of the 
Reflection Group on the Future of 
Europe (2008-2010), Slovenia

Ahmet Ulusoy

Secretary General, New European 
Business Confederation (UNITEE) 

Vesselin Valkanov

Head of Office, Regional Cooperation 
Council (RCC) 

Frédéric Vallier

Secretary General, Council of 
European Municipalities and Regions 
(CEMR) 

Fanny van der Loo

Public Affairs Manager EMEA, LATAM 
& Canada, Edwards Lifesciences 

Wietse van der Werf

Founder and Chief Executive Officer, 
Sea Ranger Service, European Young 
Leader (EYL40), The Netherlands

Chantal van Ham

EU Programme Manager, Nature 
Based Solutions, International Union 
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

Birgit Van Hout

Regional Representative for Europe, 
United Nations Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR) Office in Brussels 



59

State of Europe 2020: The festival of politics and ideas to transform Europe — Autumn 2020

Hannes Van Raemdonck

Director, Public Affairs and 
Communications, Huawei 
Technologies

Marc Van Ranst

Head of the Laboratory of Clinical 
and Epidemiological Virology, 
University Hospitals Leuven (UZ 
Leuven) 

Jean Van Wetter

Managing Director, Belgian 
Development Agency (Enabel) 

François-Xavier Vauchelle

EU Public Affairs Manager, Danone 

Wouter Vermeulen

Senior Director EMEA Public Policy 
Center, The Coca-Cola Company 

Mathias Vicherat

Secretary General, Danone, France

Javier Villegas-Burgos

Senior EU Advisor Digital & European 
Affairs, Vodafone 

Pietro Vimont Ratti

Senior Consultant, Project Associates 

Luca Visentini

General Secretary, European Trade 
Union Confederation (ETUC) 

Inta Viskere

Adviser, European Parliament 

Sebastian Vos

Partner & Chair Global Public Policy, 
Covington 

Roger Wallhouse

Vice President, Services, European 
Institute for Health Records (EuroRec) 

Vivienne Walt

Foreign correspondent, Time 
Magazine Paris

Paul Walton 

Senior fellow for Africa, Friends of 
Europe

Yiwei Wang

Jean Monnet Chair Professor, 
Renmin University of China Centre 
for Europan Studies, Special advisor 
to the Ambassador, Mission of the 
People's Republic of China to the 
EU, China

Henry Huiyao Wang

Founder and President, Center for 
China & Globalization (CCG), China

Koko Warner

Lead Author of the 2019 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) Special Report on 
‘Climate Change and Land’; and 
Manager, "Impacts, Vulnerability, 
and Risks at the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC)

Verena Weber

Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD), 
France

Erika Widegren

Chief Executive, Re-Imagine Europa 
(RIE), France

Christine Wilson

Head of Research, British Council, 
United Kingdom

Ngaire Woods

Director, Global Economic 
Governance Programme, University 
of Oxford Department of Politics 
and International Relations, United 
Kingdom

Jon Worth

Blogger, Journalist, Member of 
Friends of Europe's Transparency 
and Independence Board, European 
Young Leader (EYL40), Germany

Ben Wreschner

Head of Campaigns, Vodafone 

Changhua Wu

Director for China, Office of Jeremy 
Rifkin, United States of America

Darya Yegorina

Founder and Board Member, 
Cleverbooks, European Young 
Leader (EYL40), Ireland

Lay Hwee Yeo

Director, National University of 
Singapore . Nanyang Technological 
University European Union Centre, 
Singapore

Dominique Yernaux

President, Euro-China Audiovisual 
Network (EUCHAN)

Burak Yusmak

Young Mediterranean Voices 
Alumnus, Young Mediterranean 
Voices Alumni Anna Lindh 
Foundation, Egypt

Antonio Zappulla

Chief Executive Officer, Thomson 
Reuters Foundation, European Young 
Leader (EYL40), United Kingdom

Jakub Zientala

EU Affairs Officer, Circle of 
Sustainable Europe, Generation Y 

And over 10,000 participants from 
all over Europe



Friends of Europe is a leading think-tank that connects people, stimulates debate 
and triggers change to create a more inclusive, sustainable and forward-looking Europe.

Friends of Europe

Connect. Debate. Change.

 
+32 2 300 29 92

info@friendsofeurope.org

friendsofeurope.org

mailto:info%40friendsofeurope.org?subject=
http://friendsofeurope.org



